1. Who are the sire and dam of this litter? 

-- How old are the sire and dam?

No dog should be bred before the age of two years. 

--  Are the sire and the dam finished Champions?

Backyard and for-profit commercial breeders will underplay the significance of the show ring. The Championship title means that the dog or bitch is a good example of the breed and worthy of being bred. 

-- Have the sire and dam been X-rayed for hip dysplasia?

If the breeder tells you they don’t need to do this because they don’t have problems, or haven’t had time to do it yet, politely end the conversation and leave. There is no acceptable excuse for not performing this test on every dog who will be bred.

If the dogs have been evaluated by OFA (Orthopedic Foundation for Animals) or Penn-HIP, ask to see the certificates. Find out what the rating is. If the breeder says they’ve been X-rayed but can’t find the certificates, politely end the conversation and leave.

-- Have the sire and dam been tested for SAS (subaortic stenosis) and glaucoma?

  

The parents of well-bred pups have all their health clearances. Hips and heart tests are absolute minimums. Most good breeders will also test their breeding stock for elbows, thyroid, and eyes, and be more than happy to show you all of the certificates.

If the breeder tells you these aren’t necessary and they only make the puppies more expensive, politely end the conversation and leave.

2. Has the dam had other litters? When?

Bitches should not be bred more than once a year.

3. Do you own the dam of the litter?

Some commercial breeders get their puppy buyers to become breeders for them, another method of cutting costs. If the breeder suggests that you might become a breeder with him/her, politely end the conversation and leave.

4. How many litters do you have a year?

If the answer is more than five, politely end the conversation and leave. Reputable, careful breeders rarely have more than 2 or 3 litters a year. Puppies are a lot of work, and raising them properly is expensive and time-consuming.

If there is more than one litter available, politely end the conversation and leave.
5. What is the price of your puppies?
A well-bred Bouvier from a reputable breeder will cost at least $800. If the price is less, it is because you are getting less – a lot less. Don’t buy a cheap Bouvier.

If fawns carry a higher price-tag (whether you want one or not), politely end the conversation and leave. Fawns and other colors should not differ in price.

6. May I see a pedigree of this litter?

A pedigree is a “family tree”. It should be on one piece of paper and indicate the titles (working and conformation) of all of the ancestors, as well as the AKC registration number for every dog listed.

Look carefully at this pedigree. Is one dog named three or four times? This may be a sign of undesirable in-breeding.

Does the breeder give you a pedigree for the mother, or the grandfather, but no pedigree for the litter? 

Excuses are not acceptable here. If there is no 

certified pedigree for the litter, politely end the conversation and leave.

7. Do you have a written contract and guarantee? May I see a copy of it before making my decision?
A reputable breeder will be happy to show you the contract they will ask you to sign if you buy. This contract should contain:


-  A requirement that you spay or neuter your pet in

order to receive the form for AKC registration

· A guarantee on health

· The request that you return the dog to them should you ever be unable to keep it.

8. At what age are puppies available? 

A good breeder will not release them before the age of 8 weeks.

9. Do you belong to any Bouvier clubs?

Most reputable breeders belong to the American Bouvier des Flandres Club, and possibly to one of the four regional clubs. 

10. Did the breeder ask me any questions?

If not, this is not the place to buy a puppy! A reputable breeder will ask you a lot of questions. They will want to know what kind of home you will provide for one of their puppies, what your lifestyle is, and what you expect out of your dog. 

Ask yourself, “Do I feel comfortable with this breeder? Do I sense that they are trying to find the right match for their puppies, or just trying to sell me a dog?”

Your dog will be a member of your family for ten to twelve years.

 It is worth taking the time to make sure you purchase your puppy from a 

good breeder.

The best breeders often have waiting lists for their Bouvier puppies.

You may find that the breeder you like is not nearby, perhaps not even in the same state where you live. This is not unusual, especially for a breed as uncommon as the Bouvier.

A good breeder will get to know you so well that they can choose the best puppy for you from the litter, and either drive or fly it to you.

A good Bouvier is expensive. A poorly-bred pup, purchased from a commercial breeder or backyard breeder, may cost you less money initially. But the cost to you in the long run may be exhorbitant, both in medical bills and heartache.

Please use this guide as you interview breeders, and buy a great Bouvier puppy from a reputable source.



PUPPY BUYER’S GUIDE

for the Bouvier des Flandres

How to 

ask the right questions

and evaluate the answers

These guidelines have been written to help you in your search for a quality Bouvier des Flandres puppy. The purpose is to help you find a healthy, well-bred puppy with a good temperament from a reputable breeder.

There are Bouvier breeders who are thinking only of the money they can make. They cut corners by not health-testing their breeding stock, will sell to anyone whether or not the Bouvier is appropriate for them, and produce dogs of marginal quality. 

Remember, “AKC” only means purebred – it is no indication of quality!

